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   MATTHEW 26 NOTES: GOD ON TRIAL 
Overview: 
 The arrest and Passion of Jesus occurs in the context of the weeklong Passover 
celebration “that includes the Feast of Unleavened Bread and the Feast of the First Fruits. It is a 
memorial of God’s deliverance of Israel from Egyptian bondage, and its central theme is 
liberation. In Jesus’ time, all Jews traveled to Jerusalem to celebrate Passover, which began on 
the 14th day of Nisan (Babylonian name) (March-April) and marks the beginning of the Jewish 
religious calendar.”1 
 What was the significance of Jesus’ Passion occurring during Passover? ______________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
What does it mean that Jesus is the Lamb of God?  Exodus 12; 1 Peter 1:18-19 ______________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 “It is interesting that at no time during any description of the Last Supper is there 
mention of a lamb. Jesus asks them to eat bread (presumably the unleavened bread of the 
meal), which he identifies as his Body. Jesus is substituting himself for the lamb. He is the Lamb 
of God who takes away the sins of the world, who dies so others might live. Do they know what 
he is doing? Perhaps the words he spoke after feeding the multitudes still ring in their ears.”2 In 
particular, what did He foretell in John 6:51-56?_______________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
Summary: “Jesus is inaugurating the New Covenant. Under the Old Covenant, redemption was 
obtained in a provisional way by the killing of lambs. Under the New Covenant, only one 
sacrifice is required: that of Jesus Christ. Mankind will be restored to God’s family by Jesus’ 
blood.”3 
 
Matthew 26:1-5- Plotting and Murderous Schemes: The Final Hours 
 The Jewish leadership did not want to arrest Him during this time period for fear of a 
riot, yet Jesus had prophesied that He would be killed during this feast. What does this indicate 
about the omnipotence of God’s plan and the willingness of Jesus to carry out redemption? 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
Christ was the master of himself and circumstance. Redemption was as freely and fully willed 
by Jesus as the Incarnation by His mother!4 
 
Matthew 26:6-13- The Anointing of Jesus 
 Compare this account to Luke 7:36-50 and John 12:1-8. 
 Why would a Pharisee invite Jesus to dinner? “Jewish custom considered it meritorious 
to invite a traveling teacher for dinner, especially if he had preached in the local synagogue. Or 
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perhaps Simon was a celebrity hunter, infatuated with the new and notorious. More probably, 
Simon wanted a closer look at this already infamous Jesus, and he was watching for a way to 
expose Him, searching for a flaw, convinced he was a religious fraud. 
 What is clear is that Simon treated Jesus with a callous disregard for the normal 
courtesies. Was Simon’s behavior a studied insult, a deliberate downgrading of the guest of 
honor, so that he could show his other guests what he thought of this Jesus? Or was it cold 
formality?- that is, Simon might have acted correctly but carefully, doing no more than was 
strictly necessary. We cannot be certain, but we can be sure that the mood at the table was not 
one of relaxed and casual warmth. The atmosphere was stiff, the tone formal, the feeling 
tense.”5 
 What is the link Jesus makes between forgiveness and love? ______________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 What question does Jesus ask Simon in Luke 7:44? ______________________________ 
What did Simon see? Jesus? ______________________________________________________ 
How do you view others? Do you ‘freeze others in their past’? ___________________________ 
Jesus did not see a sinner but a worshiper. Simon thought himself qualitatively different than 
this sinful woman, but in the eyes of God, both were debtors who could not pay their debt. “We 
are not forgiven more or less; we are forgiven all or nothing. Simon was spiritually bankrupt; his 
greatest need was to realize the magnitude of his need for forgiveness. This story forces us to 
profound self-examination. Gratitude and love for Jesus are the evidence of forgiveness. Most 
of us do not have this woman’s sordid history. But the real question is whether or not we have 
her singing heart. Not to love is not to have grasped forgiveness. There are no little sinners; 
there is no little forgiveness. So properly there can be no little love and no little gratitude.  
go ahead. Break the vase! Pour it out! He’s worth it.”6 
 
Note: The cost of the perfume was equal to a year’s wages. Judas sold Jesus out for the price 
paid for a slave. Who valued Christ more? How did grateful love make all the difference? 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Matthew 26:14-16; 20-25- Judas’ Betrayal 
 All four Gospels include Jesus predicting His betrayal by one of the apostles. Jesus and 
Judas knew; none of the others did. In the confusion of the moment, only Judas would hear 
Jesus’ reply to his question in 26:25. Why is it more than coincidental that Judas addresses 
Jesus as “Rabbi,” and not “Lord” as the others do? ____________________________________ 
Christ’s answer (‘You have said so”) would be used again when He replied to the high priest 
asking if he was the Christ and later to Pilate asking whether He was the King of the Jews. 
 
Cultural note: “To the whole group at the table, he said that the traitor was ‘one of the Twelve, 
who dips his hand with me in the dish.’  There were a number of dishes on the table, containing 
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the sauce of dates and raisins that ritual required—so those further down the table could 
breathe again. The traitor must be one of the three or four nearest to him.”7 
 
Matthew 26:17-19- Passover Preparations 
 
 
Matthew 26:26-30- The Last Supper or First Eucharist 
 Compare to Mark 14:17-31; Luke 22:14-38; John 13-17, 1 Corinthians 17:3-5. 
 
 When all the Gospels are merged, Jesus is seen as giving thanks at least three times 
during the Passover meal. Moreover, before leaving they sang the Hallel Psalms, with Psalms 
113-114 sung before the meal and Psalms 115-118 afterwards. Would you be giving thanks and 
singing hours before your known execution? _________________________________________ 
“For what circumstances or aspect of your calling/ vocation are you the least inclined to be 
thankful at this moment? Can you—will you—lift your ‘cup’ up to the Lord and give thanks? 
(Matt 26:27-28)…. To be able to sing a hymn of praise in that moment- that’s serenity. Because 
of Christ’s sacrifice, the same song that brightened the shadow of the cross can cast its calming 
light into the room where you’re sitting today.”8 _____________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 What is the significance of what Jesus does at the Last Supper? How would you explain 
it to your grandchild or inquiring, non-Catholic friend? _________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 “Notice the sequence ‘take-bless-break-give.’ It’s the same sequence as the feeding of 
the five thousand (14:19). The disciples are reclining at the supper (26:20) just as the five 
thousand lay down on the grass (14:19). Matthew is comparing these two meals. They are both 
miraculous suppers with the Messiah in which He supernaturally transforms natural food. Over 
the cup, Jesus says, ‘Drink, all of you; for this is my blood of the covenant’ (26:27-28). There is 
only one place in the Old Testament where the precise phrase ‘the blood of the covenant’ 
occurs and that is in Exodus 24:8, where Moses sprinkles blood on the altar (representing God) 
and on the people, declaring, ‘Behold, the blood of the covenant.’ What’s the point? What 
Jesus is doing on top of Mt Zion with the twelve apostles is as earthshaking as what Moses 
did on Mt Sinai with the twelve tribes. 
 Only there is a change: Moses sprinkled the people with ‘the blood of the covenant.’ 
Jesus tells the apostles to drink of ‘my blood of the covenant.’ Moses made the covenant with 
the blood of bulls (Ex 24:5). But bulls cannot bear the price for human sin. Jesus makes the 
New Covenant with his own blood. 
 Why is it ‘my blood of the covenant’? Blood means family. We say he’s ‘blood to me,’ 
meaning ‘he’s a relative of mine.’ Covenant is family-making by oath. The oath ritual for the 

                                                      
7 Sheed, Frank. To Know Christ Jesus. (c) 1980 by Ignatius Press, San Francisco, CA, pp 343. 
8 DeMoss, Nancy Leigh. The Quiet Place: Daily Devotional Readings. (c) 2012 by Moody Publishers, Chicago, IL, 
August 25; March 12. 



 4

New Covenant is a meal where Jesus gives us his blood to drink so we can share the blood of 
God. We become God’s ‘blood relatives’—his family. The eucharistic blood removes sins and 
makes us family at the same time.”9 
 
Summary: 
 “Matthew’s Last Supper account highlights three aspects of the Eucharist (CCC 1339-
1340). (1) Jesus identifies the unleavened bread and the cup with his body and blood (26:26-
28). His body and blood replace the entire substance of the bread and wine. (2) Jesus links the 
Eucharist with his forthcoming sacrifice on the Cross (27:35; Jn 19:34). Shedding his own blood, 
Jesus is both the high priest and the sacrificial victim of the New Covenant; his priestly offering 
is present in an unbloody manner in the sacrament and secures for us the forgiveness of sins. 
(3) Christ’s presence in the Eucharist makes the sacrament a true communion with Jesus. It 
communicates Christ’s divine life to the believer (Jn 6:53; CCC 1329, 1374, 1381).”10 
 
Matthew 26:31-35- Peter’s Denial Forecast 
 Do you overestimate your capacity to deal with temptation or difficult people and 
circumstances? If so, is it pride or just lack of self-knowledge? Why would Jesus tell them they 
would later regroup in Galilee give them a clue that He had confidence they would ‘return to 
action’ after their ‘fall’? __________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 “Here we learn a great truth: that a man’s resolution is not sufficient unless he relies on 
the help of God” (St John Chrysostom).11 
 
Matthew 26:36-46- Agony in the Garden 
The Setting: It would take a half hour to walk from the Upper Room, across the Kidron brook, 
up the Mount of Olives, to Gethsemane. This garden would be none other than a small olive 
tree plantation with an olive-press located there. The owner would undoubtedly have been a 
friend of Jesus, as Jesus would not have frequented it without permission. 
 
 Place yourself in the Garden with Jesus. What would you have seen? What constituted 
Jesus’ agony? __________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 It was not simply fear of impending death that caused Jesus such turmoil. “To death 
Jesus had sacramentally bound Himself at the Last Supper, as he spoke of his Body given for 
them and of his Blood shed for the remission of sins. So it was not from death that he was 
asking his heavenly Father to save him. Nor was the suffering from which he shrank only—or 
mainly—the bodily torments, scourging, and tearing of flesh and nailing and death, which he 
knew already in every detail (Mk 10:34). It was far more than that. But the agony beginning in 
him no other man has known. 
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 It was no token suffering that he was offering to God in expiation for the sins of all 
mankind. He not only took upon himself the suffering those sins have deserved in us who 
commit them. In some sense he also took the sins themselves, everything of them save their 
guilt. That is what Saint Paul tells us: ‘Him, who knew no sin, God has made into sin for us’ (2 
Cor 5:21). All the sorrow sinners ought to feel and have not felt came flooding in on him. That 
was the heart of his agony, that was the chalice which he prayed might pass from him. His 
Father sent an angel from heaven, not to lessen the agony, but to give him the strength to bear 
it, that he might not die of it there in the garden. It was after the coming of the angel that the 
agony reached its highest point with the sweat of blood (Lk 22:43). We are here at the furthest 
point of his humiliation; he can never have looked less like God.”12 
  
Matthew 26:47-56- The Betrayal/ Arrest of Jesus 
 What is Jesus’ last recorded healing miracle? (Mark 22:50) ________________________ 
 
 Could Jesus have avoided capture? (26:53) What does this tell you about His being in 
command of the situation? _______________________________________________________ 
Note: A legion equals 6,000 soldiers in the Roman Army. Jesus could have mobilized more than 
72,000 angels for His defense if He so desired. 
 Within one hour of receiving their First Communion, the disciples all flee in fear. This 
fear would later be transformed by the Holy Spirit at Pentecost. How dominant is fear a factor 
in your behavior? How has it caused you to betray Jesus or not be a bold witness? Give 
examples. _____________________________________________________________________ 
Does the recognition of this truth cause you to become more humble? ____________________ 
 
Matthew 26:57-68- Jesus on Trial 
 The Sanhedrin had brought forth witnesses who could not agree. The trial was a farce. 
Grasping for something that could stick as a charge of some type, Caiaphas asks Jesus what 
question in Matt 26:63? By oath, Jesus was bound to answer it. __________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 Jesus quotes Daniel 7:1-18 and Psalm 110:1? What does Daniel’s prophecy mean? What 
does it mean for Jesus to apply it to himself? _________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What’s Going On?! 
 Why did Caiaphas react so strongly and tear his robes (which he was forbidden to do by 
the Law)? “The phrase ‘sons of God’ had been used in the Old Testament concerning those God 
favored—the angels, the Jewish people, the judges of Israel. But in the Old Testament no single 
individual had actually been called ‘a son of God’—least of all by himself! Yet Christ had gone 
beyond even that barely tolerable limit by calling himself THE Son of God. It was monstrous, as 
was his claim that he would be at the right hand of God. What made it blasphemy were claims 
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he had associated with the title Son of God as applied to himself, especially at the previous 
Pentecost here in Jerusalem.  
 John tells about them in his fifth chapter. It was after the healing of the paralytic at the 
pool by the Sheep Gate. Jesus had said that he works continuously, as his Father does; that as 
the Father raises up the dead and gives life, so does the Son. All should honor the Son as they 
honor the Father. It was a claim to be God. And as his hearers knew nothing of the Blessed 
Trinity, they could see it only as an assertion of two Gods. That was blasphemy indeed, and by 
Jewish law merited death.”13 
 
Matthew 26:69-75- Peter’s Denial of Jesus 
The scene: “The houses of well-to-do Jews had a front lobby; going through the lobby one came 
into a patio area and by crossing the patio one could enter the rooms proper. Peter goes 
through the lobby but he is afraid to follow the mill of people around Jesus, so he stays in the 
patio, with the servants…..Peter keeps following our Lord, though at a distance; he is quite 
demoralized and disconcerted yet brave enough to enter Caiaphas’ house, where Malchus, the 
man whose ear he cut off, works (John 18:10-11).”14 
 
 Peter was confident that he would not betray Jesus. Jesus knew better. Jesus knows that 
you and I will not always stand firm and strong. Does Jesus’ love for us lessen in spite of this 
fact? _________________________________________________________________________ 
 How does the apostles’ abandonment of Jesus fulfill Zechariah 13:7? _______________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 “Almost 80% of Matthew’s Passion account is identical in vocabulary and content with 
Mark’s account. Matthew adds some material that tend to develop themes already present in 
Mark 14-16. Jesus is even more obviously in command of the events, and everything proceeds 
according to God’s will as revealed in the Old Testament.”15 
 
Suggested Reading: 
1. Who Moved the Stone? By Frank Morison. 
  
2. The Lamb’s Supper by Scott Hahn. 
 
3. To Know Christ Jesus by Frank Sheed. 
 
4. View: Chronicles of Narnia: The Lion, the Witch, & the Wardrobe (movie) or read C.S. Lewis’ 
series. 
 
 (C) Glenda Canfield, March 2023. 
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